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FINGERING THE FAMILY JEWELS – a story about a hidden lynching, a secret love, an unholy union, and the misfit son who might expose them all.

Set in Charlotte, North Carolina, this novel explores the dynamics of a large family business, conservative politics, family secrets, and how a gay son can turn their world upside down.
Fingering the Family Jewels is a new level in the mystery genre.  As Rochelle Brener of Kudos in Sedona, Arizona says in her review: 

“This is a novel whose time has come.

“As a lover of good fiction, I have seen all sorts of great genre novels.  And in the mystery department, I have seen a progression that has followed the interest of the times – from macho male detectives to tough-talking women who solve crimes and/or prosecute them.  Author Greg Lilly brings us to the next level – that of the gay detective... Fingering the Family Jewels has more to do with family history-mystery than with bad guy shoot-‘em ups.
“For those of us who love family secrets, mysterious goings-on and assorted slices of life, this novel needs to be on your must-read list. This is the story of a young man who returns to his native city of Charlotte, N.C. for the funeral of a beloved aunt.  Derek Mason has no great love for his birth family; they had always kept some distance from him, and had finally banished him because he was gay.

“His uncle wants him gone because he’s afraid Derek would be a detriment to his senatorial campaign.  His mother just wants him gone.  His sister and another aunt want him to stay.  Derek’s deceased Aunt Walterene had left diaries – journals, that lead Derek to go on a search into the family past.  What he uncovers will make your hair stand on end.

“This is not a story that speaks graphically of horror crimes in lurid detail.  It is a story told humanely.  And although it has elements of a long-ago unsolved murder, Lilly’s main focus is on the family mystery – a long history of lies and secrets that are enough to make your flesh crawl before, as the reader, you get really angry with the participating cast of characters.
“Lilly tells this story with grace and sensitivity.  From start to finish, this reader was thoroughly engrossed – engrossed to the exclusion of all else, as the story moved inexorably to its conclusion.  If this is typical of Lilly’s novels, I’d suggest that authors such as Patricia Cornwell, Lawrence Block and Joy Fielding just move over and make room.  Greg Lilly is going to be one of the greats.”

From the author: “I read a lot of mysteries: gay and straight.  The protagonists never feel real to me; I wanted to see someone dealing with family and friends that crossed all boundaries and all groups, gay, straight, white, African-American, young, and old.  Mystery is not limited to the forensic experts or tough-as-nails cops.  We all find so much mystery in our own lives if we just slow down and listen to what our loved ones say, or don’t say.”

Fingering the Family Jewels is published by Regal Crest Enterprises, LLC.
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