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Book Signing Event:

| will sign all three books during
Thanksgiving Weekend at my
local bookstore. It's a great time
to do your holiday shopping (you
can order from the bookstore via
telephone).

If you would like a signed book,
please contact the store and they
can send it to you after the
signing event.

When:
Sunday, November 30

1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Where:

College of William and
Mary Bookstore

345 Duke of Gloucester
Street
Williamsburg, VA 23185

Contact:

(757) 253-4900

My New BFF:

Newsletter

Help Stop Domestic Violence

Octolien &

Author Proceeds from Devil's
Bridge will go to Domestic Violence Awareness

To help support October's Domestic Violence Awareness Month, |

am donating my proceeds from my novel Devil's Bridge from October
through December to help end domestic violence. The story of the
character Myra and her fear, isolation, and eventual recognition of the
abuse that leads to her escape has been praised by critics who told me
of their similar experiences. In writing the book, | discovered the
complex dynamics of abuser and victim relationships and how difficult it
is for a victim to characterize their treatment as abuse.

| shadow Myra's abuse with the psychological abuse of her best friend
Topher. The quick plot line is this: Myra, the female protagonist, is in an
abusive marriage; her husband controls her with violence and she has
no self-esteem left. Topher, the male protagonist, has been her best
friend since high school. He is in love with a man who controls him
through manipulation, and allowing this behavior makes him doubt
himself. Neither Topher nor Myra sees the parallels in their lives, but
they both agree that the only way to save themselves is to leave their
homes in Charlotte, North Carolina-together.

| think an author puts a bit of him or herself in a novel. Critics say | am



In early November, I'm returning
to Sedona to assist in the Jane
Seymour show at El Prado
Gallery during the Red Rock
Canvas event. Ms. Seymour is
an accomplished artist.

Proceeds from her art and books
will be used to help Sedona's
Camp Soaring Eagle for children
with chronic life-threatening
conditions.

Click on the El Prado logo below
to find out more. Orders for her
artwork and for her books can be
made over the phone: 928-282-
7390.

The New Derek Mason
Mystery:

I'm hard at work on the next
Derek Mason Mystery.

In this book, Derek assists Ruby
in moving to Arizona and he
meets Myra and Topher (from
Devil's Bridge ). Areal estate
developer is murdered and Derek
finds himself in the middle of
greed, sex, vodka and Red
Rocks.

known for my ability for creating engaging characters like Derek Mason
of Fingering the Family Jewels and Inez in Under a Copper Moon .
At some point, | dealt with the same issues as Topher.

In Devil's Bridge, Myra, Topher and Gil (Myra's abusive husband) are
"so real you could have a conversation with them," Rochelle Brener,
literary critic, said. "But the surprise element is Myra's grandmother,
who takes up very little space in the book, but whose belief-that
marriage is forever and that Myra should never have left her husband-
mirrors that of so many women of her generation. She urges Myra to
return, even if it endangers her life. Even with so little written of her
character in the novel, she is complete-you can picture her slit-line
frown. What she does later comes as a shock, though it is definitely
within her character."

Love and relationships lead to a tense climax. Part of the book is about
crossing that chasm between the cliffs of realizing the relationship
doesn't work to the other side where you are going on with your life-the
slippery, scary Devil's Bridge.

There is assistance for victims of Domestic Abuse in local and national
organizations, and I'm happy that the sales from Devil's Bridge can be
used to help get people out of dangerous situations.

| will appear at the William & Mary Bookstore on Sunday, November 30
from 1 - 4 p.m. to sign books and Devil's Bridge will be available for
purchase. Also, Devil's Bridge is available from local bookstores and
from on-line retailers such as Amazon.com.

Tip

Bubble Your Plot Forward

| use the "bubble graph" when | get stuck in plotting a story. This is
basically a brainstorming tool adapted from my days in Information
Technology and Project Management.

Writing either in fiction or non-fiction needs to move. That's the pace of
the piece. A rule of thumb is to have a "turn" every three to four pages.
A "turn" means that something changes the character's direction. And
this shift in focus makes for a moving plot.

So, here we go.

1. Start by drawing a circle (on paper, on a whiteboard, on your
wall) and write the current character situation in that circle.



Dorothy
wants

independence

Holiday Gifts

What is a better gift than hours of 2. Next think about what could happen next. What's the best

PURE entertainment? thing? What's the worst? What if a friend showed up? An
enemy? What if the phone rang? What if the TV broadcast a
tornado warning? What if a car screeched to a stop outside the

Ask for these books at your local house? This is your time to play What If.

independent bookstore or click 3. Each scenario creates a circle off that middle circle and you have

on the covers to order them at a new situation (a story turn) to think about. Repeat the process

Amazon.com. until you have a series of linked bubbles.
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4. Review the paths created by your ideas. Some will not go very
far - they hit a wall. Others will continue spurring new ideas and
greater possibilities for the plot. These are the storylines that
inspire and excite you.

GREG LILLY I use this for many things: overcoming Writer's Block, pushing a story
forward, reviewing plots and subplots after the first draft, and even in
non-fiction to help construct the flow of an article.

When you feel like you're at a dead end, start drawing bubbles and
discover your possibilities.



Closing

Let's help stop Domestic Abuse.

Please help support this effort either by buying a copy of Devil's
Bridge or by donating to your local Domestic Violence organization.

GrEc Loy

OUR SPONSORS

Y THE CREEK Tave a wonderful holiday season and remember to vote on November

Greg Lilly
JOIN OUR LIST

Thank You
Thank you for reading. | know that with all the things vying for your
attention, books and reading are quiet and solitary pursuits. |
Archived Newsletters can be appreciate your time.

found on the website:

www.GregLilly.com

Join COur Mailing List!

Under a Copper Moon is published by
Cherokee McGhee, L.L.C.
Devil's Bridge and Fingering the
Family Jewels are published by Regal
Crest Enterprises, L.L.C
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